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the seat of nutrition will suffer; hence, the fibres which 
come from the leg will be degenerated most high up in 
the cord. A. F. 

A CONTRIBUTION TO THE ETIOLOGY OF 
JACKSONIAN EPILEPSY. 

K. Yamagiwa (Virchow’s Archiv, Bd. cxix., lift. 3) calls 
attention to two cases of pronounced cortical epilepsy, in 
which post-mortem section of the brain revealed dissem¬ 
inated patches of distoma pulmonale in the cortex. In con¬ 
nection with these parasites there was a new connective 
tissue growth, with giant and round cell infiltration. The 
walls of the blood-vessels were very much thickened, espe¬ 
cially the adventitia. The parasites were also found in the 
lungs. (Centralblatt f. klinische Medicin, No. 47.) B. M. 

CLINICAL. 

TWO FATAL CASES OF AN UNUSUAL FORM OF 
NERVE DISTURBANCE, ASSOCIATED WITH 
DARK RED URINE, PROBABLY DUE TO DE¬ 
FECTIVE TISSUE OXIDATION. 

Vaughan Harley, M.B., M.R.C.P. (British Med. Journal, 
November 22, 1890), draws attention to two patients who, 
presenting no appreciable physical signs, exhibited grave 
nerve disturbances—-to wit, insomnia and excessive prostra¬ 
tion, disordered intellect and coma, ending in sudden col¬ 
lapse and death. At the same time in both cases ischuria 
was present in a well-marked form, along with decided 
chemical alterations of the coloring matters of the urine. 
The urine, which was dark red, showed no blood, albumen, 
sugar or bile ; but in one case, specially examined, it con¬ 
tained two abnormal pigments. One was a red substance, 
precipitated by basic lead acetate and possessing charac¬ 
teristic absorption bands. It was convertible by oxidation 
into urobilin, and by deoxidation transformed into an almost 
colorless yellow substance, likewise precipitated by basic 
lead acetate. From this precipitate a red substance could 
by oxidation be obtained, which by still further oxidation 
was in turn equally convertible into urobilin. The urine 
also contained a cromogen, which was by oxidation trans¬ 
formable into a red matter, which on still further oxidation 
was also changed into urobilin. 
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From these facts the author concludes that the abnormal 
coloring matter is a precursory state of the normal urinary 
pigment, being a lesser oxidized stage of it. Consequently 
there must have been a default of oxidation ; and if this 
occurred in the pigment of the urine, we may infer that 
there existed a deficit in the oxidation of the other sub¬ 
stances throughout the body. The auto-intoxication, one 
might suppose, would be produced by a default of oxidation, 
more especially in those substances which originate in the 
body. No necropsy was obtainable in either case. A. F. 

TREPHINING AND OPENING THE DURA MATER 
AS A DIAGNOSTIC MEASURE IN DISEASES OF 
THE BRAIN. 

Dr. Miles F. Porter (Medical News, October n, 1890) 
relates the case of a boy of twelve who for several years 
suffered from epileptoid convulsions. After a time he did 
not lose consciousness during the attacks, which would 
commence by flexion of the fingers of right hand, quickly 
followed, first by tonic, then clonic spasm of the right upper 
and lower extremity and right side of the face. Paralysis 
came on later, involving first the thigh and leg, then the 
arm, and lastly the face on right side; motor aphasia de¬ 
veloped with the facial paralysis. 

He regarded the case as one of epileptoid convulsions 
from organic cortical disease, or subcortical, about the 
Rolandic fissure ; but exploratory trephining revealed noth¬ 
ing. After operation the convulsions decreased in number 
and severity, speech improved, and he now walks unassisted. 
In explanation he says the local shock was promptly fol¬ 
lowed by a corresponding reaction, in which the vitality of 
the tissues had been raised sufficiently high to determine a 
return to the normal state. Dr. Porter believes that ex¬ 
ploratory operations should occupy the same relation to 
brain surgery that they do to abdominal surgery. A. F. 

A CASE OF VISCERAL NEURITIS. 

In the “Alienist and Neurologist” for October, Dr. John 
Ferguson, of Toronto, reports the case of a woman, aged 
forty, who had, following an attack of la grippe, the most 
agonizing paroxysms of pain, coming on mostly toward 
morning. Despite all efforts to relieve the patient, she 
gradually grew worse, and died after two weeks of great 
suffering. The examination of the nerves and ganglia 



